Brendan, Ryan, and David's

Essential Castle Ministries Packing Guide


Greetings, eager camper. Need some packing advice? Look no further. This list was compiled by seasoned camp veterans who have been through the CM ringer quite a few times. We've under-packed and we've over-packed, and after some hard lessons, this is what we've determined is really necessary for a good camp experience. So grab your bag and get to work!

Stuff to Bring

· A Week's Worth of Clothing – We're not talking about khakis and American Eagle hoodies. Bring good work clothes, stuff you don't mind getting dirty. Long pants and socks are good, even though it's summer.

· Footwear – Again, bring WORK shoes, not nice shoes. An extra pair of flip flops comes in handy as well.

· Sleeping bag and pillow – Unless you feel compelled to sleep without any bedding...

· Durable Water Bottle/Canteen – One will be provided, but you might want to bring your own. Metal is nice and durable, a good thing to have at CM camp.

· Pocket Knife – You'll probably use it more than once, but if you don't have one, no worries.

· A Towel – Sometimes we clean up.

· Personal Effects – Bring your toothbrush, deodorant, prescription meds, and any other toiletries that you consider ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. Don't overdo it. 

· Bug Spray – A standard camping essential; there are lots of bugs outdoors.

· Bible – God's word is sharper than any two-edged sword... and your dull machete. We'll be reading from the Bible during camp.

· Flashlight/Headlamp -- for when the sun is not visible

· Gloves – you'll be putting your hands in dangerous places... to avoid injury or poison ivy, wear work gloves

· Hat/Cap/Bandana – good for sun or rain, make sure you can get it wet and dirty

· Poison Ivy Medicine – there is a chance you might get poison ivy, and you will definitely want itch relief

· A GOOD WORK ETHIC!

Stuff NOT to Bring

· Guns – From pop-guns to Airsoft weapons to bazookas, firearms are not to be brought to sanctioned CM camps

· A Bunch of Nice Clothes – They'll get dirty, and your mama won't be happy

· Too Much Good Food – People will be embittered toward you and rob your snack stash

· Electronic Devices – iPods, laptops, gaming devices, etc. (for cellphones, see "optional" list)

· Lots of Bathroom Stuff (dental floss, facial creme, makeup, etc.) – You won't be spending much time in the lavatory, so keep it simple.

· Anything You Want to Keep Perfectly Clean – Truth is, not much makes it out unscathed...

· A BAD ATTITUDE!

Optional Stuff:

· Hammock- great for creating a reading spot
· Cellphones – ONLY for calling home. You won't touch it for the majority of the week.

· A Camera – Take some pics, if you feel led.

· Snacks (crackers, granola bars, etc.) – Plenty of food is provided, but you might want your own private stash?

· Machete/Hatchet – If you have one, bring it. If you don't have one, maybe buy one? (helpful hint: Wal-Mart, $7.00)

· A Football/Frisbee – For some after-work fun...

Helpful Hints for Camp (pay attention to this part):

· Over-pack on socks and underwear. Under-pack on pants and night clothes.

· You're not Bear Grylls, and this isn't the Congo. Cut down on “survival gear” and go basic.

· Keep track of your water bottle. Lost water bottles have been a huge issue in the past.

· If you abuse it, you'll lose it. Don't even go near that cellphone unless Mama's calling.

· Keep all of your stuff together, in one bag if it'll fit. We pick up lots of stray camp gear every year, and we don't want you to be the next casualty.

· When you get to the camp shelter, think about which bunk you'll want. The top has more storage space in the rafters, but the bottom is way more accessible.

· When your clothes get wet, from rain or intense sweat, don't cram it in your bag; it'll smell rancid. Hang it over your bunk or a rafter.

· If you forget something important, TELL THE STAFF! We'll set you up!

· Camp is what you make of it. Your mood can affect other people, so be considerate.

· First aid is always readily available. Even if you get a small cut, it can easily get infected. Tell a staffer and get a band-aid on that scrape.

